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I  the ou se of the B e it efe e du  a d 
the p eside tial ele tio s, oth the EU a d 
the US ha e see  a ise of populist politi al 
easo i g. 

Pola izi g, o e l  si plif i g o  isleadi g 
o u i atio s of so ial, ultu al a d 

e o o i  de elop e ts do i ate u e t 
politi al de ates a d i flue e pu li  
pe eptio s of atio hood, i e  se u it  
a d i o it  politi s. 
B  lai i g to speak i  the a e of the 
o di a  people, politi ia s e phasize the
di e t de o ati  atu e of thei  doi g 

hile at the sa e ti e ofte  e pli itl  
e ludi g e tai  g oups of people f o  
thei  so ietal odels.

The thi k la  a d pa el dis ussio , taki g 
pla e i  Ne  Yo k Cit  i  No e e  6, 
ai  at a  i te dis ipli a  a al sis of the 

oo i g of politi al populis .

The pu li  e e t is t o-legged: Re o ed 
speake s ill gi e sho t i puts o  the 
topi , ode ated  a high p ofile 
a ade i  e.g. Mi hael We z . 
Su se ue tl  the ou gste s a d the 
audie e  joi  i  - a  e ha ge et ee  

ou g a d old, et ee  e pe ie ed 
positio s a d f esh ideas. 
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BOOMING POPULISM 

B  i gi g togethe  so ial s ie tists a d 
jou alists ith di e se a eas of e pe tise, 
the e e t ill e a le a ultila e ed 
a al sis of the u e t politi al i pli atio s 
of populis  i  its a ious fo s a d the 
ole of diffe e t – e.g. o po ate s. so ial – 
edia i  the dist i utio  of i fo atio  

a d the shapi g of pu li  opi io .
Si e the topi  of politi al populis  a d 
the pote tial e a ati g th eats to li e al 
de o a ies is ulti atel  ele a t o  oth 
sides of the Atla ti , the e e t ill fatho  
to hat e te t diffe e t s ie tifi  
pe spe ti es – so ial s ie tists’ a d 
jou alists’, Eu opea s’ a d A e i a s’ – 
a e i te elated o  di e ge t.

A o el e e t fo at ill e su e a high-
p ofile pa el dis ussio   halle gi g the 
e o ed e pe ts i  the field ith 
uestio s a d h potheses de eloped i  the 

thi k la  of ou g esea he s.



Monday-Wednesday, Nov 14-16

Thursday, Nov 17

PROGRAM

PhD fello s of the BIGSSS PhD P og a , the )EIT Fou datio 's PhD 
p og a s, a d Colu ia Jou alis  S hool's Co u i atio s PhD P og a  

ill pa ti ipate i  the e e t’s thi k la .
The ai  of this thi k la  is to de elop uestio s a d h potheses o  the 
topi  of politi al populis . These a e to e dis ussed late  ith the e pe ts 
o  the pa el.
Fo  the thi k la , PhD stude ts ill e sele ted ho a e ot p i a il  

o ki g i  the spe ifi  field. This ill e su e diffe e t dis ipli a , 
theo eti al a d e pi i al app oa hes to the topi  a d de o st ate the 
ge e al iti al apa ities of ou g s hola s i  the hu a ities a d so ial 
s ie es. 
As a side effe t, the thi k la  ill p o ide the PhD fello s ith e elle t 

et o ki g oppo tu ities a d thus e a le the st e gthe i g of t a satla ti  
s ie tifi  oope atio .

Think
Lab

The pa el ill e o posed of t o politi al s ie tists a d e pe ts i  the 
field of politi al theo  a d populis  Ja -We e  Mülle /P i eto  a d 
Ma ti  No hoff/BIGSSS , a jou alist a d so iologist Todd Gitli /Colu ia  
a d a  e pe ie ed politi al p a titio e  Ta a M Gui ess/OMB, t . 
The pa el ill e hosted  a  e pe t i  the field of ig atio , se u it  a d 
de o ati  de elop e t Mi hael We z/CAP .
The pa el dis ussio  ill e ope ed, ho e e ,  the PhD fello s of the 
p e edi g thi k la : the  ill p ese t t o o t a  h potheses to the 
pa elists a d the e  ge e ate a f a e fo  the ou se of the dis ussio  
a o gst the e pe ts. Su se ue tl , the pa elist ill gi e sho t espo ses, 
follo ed  a dis ussio  of the diffe e t positio s a d h potheses.
I  the ou se of the e e i g, the PhD fello s a d the audie e ill e 

el o e to joi  i  the dis ussio .

Panel 
Discussion
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